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“I honestly love living in my street. I love living on the    
edge of the park. Its also accessible for my commute
to work.”

“There’s a lot of good things happening here. There’s
more clubs for kids, big community support for things

like charity, local sports and more. There’s so much good
that gets overlooked because of the poor behaviour of a

noisy minority.”

What is the best thing
about living in the

Cowdenbeath area?
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“There is a good community feel in Cowdenbeath,
shared belief there’s a problem.”

“The community is still strong - that’s what makes
the behaviour of these young ones so annoying.

Cowdenbeath is a good place to stay with really good
people but there is a nasty undercurrent that is

definitely getting worse.”

“Most people are very welcoming in Cowdenbeath and
honest with friendly pubs and cafes in the area.”



Anti-social behaviour has plagued the Cowdenbeath community
for far too long. Whenever constituents from Cowdenbeath and
the surrounding areas contact me whether on the doorstep, by
email, or through social media, I am struck by the seriousness of
the experiences that are shared about local disorder.

Since being elected as your Labour MP in 2024, I have been
pushing for action on this behaviour. Thank you to all of the 200
residents who responded to my anti-social behaviour survey.
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Here is what I have already done to push for action on anti-social
behaviour in and around Cowdenbeath: 

Held the first Anti‑Social Behaviour Summit in
Cowdenbeath, bringing together affected local businesses,
Beath High School, Police Scotland, local councillors,
community councillors and community groups to develop a
coordinated action plan to address local disorder.

Held a follow-up Cowdenbeath Anti-Social Behaviour
meeting, to monitor progress against actions and hold
agencies accountable for making change happen.

Met with Fife Police leadership, to review recent trends,
discuss emerging issues, and press for a joined‑up approach
to tackling anti‑social behaviour.

Written to the SNP Scottish Government ministers to
demand action on anti-social behaviour and greater support
for Fife’s police force in light of year‑on‑year reductions in
policing resources, and raised the issue in the House of
Commons.

Consulted with residents right across Cowdenbeath to
gather their experiences of anti‑social behaviour, understand
the impact on their families, and hear their ideas on how we
can address the problem together. 



‘Rarely’ or ‘never’ feel
safe in Cowdenbeath

after dark

42% 52%

Experience a form of
anti-social behaviour

weekly in
Cowdenbeath

81%

Feel that anti-social
behaviour in Cowdenbeath
has significantly increased

in the last year
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Over 200 Cowdenbeath residents responded to my anti-social
behaviour survey. The results are alarming, showing the real impact
that this unacceptable disorder is having on their daily lives.
Throughout my election campaign, and since becoming the MP for
the Cowdenbeath & Kirkcaldy constituency, residents and local
businesses have repeatedly raised concerns about the rise in anti-
social behaviour in our community. These results make that picture
unmistakably clear.

I want to begin by commending the constructive engagement and
ongoing efforts of local businesses, residents, councillors, the
Community Council and community groups, who have worked hard
to highlight and address anti-social behaviour in the area. I also want
to acknowledge the commitment of our local police officers, who
continue to respond to these challenges despite year‑on‑year
reductions in policing resources from the Scottish Government. Fife is
losing one police officer every month on average.

It is deeply concerning that nearly half of respondents to this survey
reported rarely or never feeling safe in Cowdenbeath after dark. Also
concerning is that more than half of respondents witness some form
of anti-social behaviour in the town on a weekly basis.

This report brings together the responses to my local survey on anti-
social behaviour in Cowdenbeath. It sets out the case for increased
support from the Scottish Government to cover stretched resources,
and outlines the next steps I will be taking to help push for action.



“I stay near the woodland;
there are always groups of kids

coming out of there drinking
and heading to bus stops also
on bin night kids running past
screaming and knocking them

all down”

139 (68%)

200+
RESPONSES

FROM ACROSS
COWDENBEATH

What types of anti- social
behaviour have you witnessed?

78%

112 (55%)

104 (51%)

128 (63%)

Vandalism or graffiti

Noise disturbance

Drug or alcohol related
behaviour

Have you witnessed acts
of anti-social behaviour
in Cowdenbeath?
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“Youths on ebikes/mopeds
on Leuchatsbeath Drive

and along the path
between Johnston Park

and Kirkton Place.”

88.4%
Yes

No
11.6%

Harassment or intimidation 112 (55%)

Littering

Dangerous driving or off-road bikes 181 (89%)
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“Aldi, Public path between
leisure centre and

Cowdenbeath clinic, Tunnel
leading to Taylor Avenue,

Stenhouse Street from Raja
shop down towards High

Street”

“Broomfield Road, Public Park”

“Perth Road, Rosebank, public
park”

“Groups of young people
vandalising the bus stop on
Greenbank Drive, causing

noise at night and waking up
my children by constantly
kicking and destroying the

bus stop”

“The local golf club have had
our greens vandalised by

youngsters on electric
scooters and quad bikes”

“Cowdenbeath public park”

“Motorcycle and underage
drinking in Park Street and

venters football park
Cowdenbeath”

“I stay near the woodlands.
There are always groups of

kids coming out of there
drinking and heading to bus

stops. Also bin night kids
running past screaming
knocking them all down”

“Bins stolen and set alight in
Leuchatsbeath Meadow,
motorbikes being ridden

through the public park and
Beath High playing fields”

“Directed towards me, my
family and property on the

High Street”

“Aldi car park”

“High Street, Stenhouse street,
Lidl retail park”

“Path at the allotments. Path
behind Morrisons”

“B&M/High Street/golf course”

“High street and near the
Leisure Centre”



“[Cowdenbeath]it’s not the
same anymore. Youngsters
out of control, no respect for
police, teachers, or people.

Behaviour is shocking as
they get away with it.

Parents should be held
accountable for their

actions”

“The anti-social behaviour
has increased drastically

due to the fact that there is
no police station open at
night time and no police

presence on the High Street.
We need police on the best

to make our community
safe again”

“In the Selkirk Avenue area,
plastic bins stolen and set

alight up the woods causing
fire brigade to be called

out”

“...Setting bins on fire (Perth
Road), large groups

gathering near house
(Monument), large groups
in shops arguing with staff

(Lidl), off road bikes on High
Street”

How serious an issue do you
think anti-social behaviour
is in Cowdenbeath?
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58.9%
Incredibly

serious

Fairly
serious

31.9%

How often do you notice acts of anti-
social behaviour in Cowdenbeath?

51.9%
Weekly

Monthly
15%

7.7%
Moderately

serious

1.4%
Not at all
serious

26.7%
Daily

1%
Never



“There isn't enough
consequences for bad
behaviour any more.
This needs to change
for everyones benefit”

“Increased rise in
racism and

xenophobia, especially
through community
lead social media

groups. Dog fouling is
another issue,

alongside the poor
conditions of local

roads.”

“We live 5 minutes from the
Leisure Centre but my wife

is forced to use the car
when she is backshift for

fear that they will recognise
her or the uniform on the
public streets. This is not

acceptable”

“I would just like to feel safe
in my home again”

Has anti-social behaviour
increased, decreased, or stayed
the same over the past year? 
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81%
Increased

Stayed
the same

17%

Do you feel safe in your local
area after dark?

30%
Mostly

21.3%

1%
Decreased

22.2%
Sometimes

21.3%
Rarely

Never

5.3%
Always



What do you believe could be done to solve anti-
social behaviour in the Cowdenbeath area?
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78%

183 (89%)

83 (40%)

131 (64%)

109 (53%)

57 (28%)

122 (59%)

164 (80%)

Where do you live? 

95.2%

4.8%
200+

RESPONSES
FROM ACROSS
COWDENBEATH
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